
 

 
  

Hyperacute antiplatelets 
Example Scenarios 

 
1)  Ms Brown noticed a facial droop one morning.  She took her regular medications (including aspirin) before 

heading to her local ED. She was admitted briefly, diagnosed as a TIA and sent home. What is the correct 
answer to 'Antiplatelets given as hyperacute therapy’?  
a) Yes 
b) No 
c) No, but anticoagulant agent provided 
d) Unknown 
e) Contraindicated 

 
  

2) Mr Chan experienced sudden onset right-sided weakness at 1.00pm on 15/6/20. He was thrombolysed at 
3.30pm. Clopidogrel was commenced at 8.00am on 17/6/20. What is the correct answer to 'Antiplatelets 
given as hyperacute therapy'?  
a) Yes 
b) No 
c) No, but anticoagulant agent provided 
d) Unknown 
e) Contraindicated 

 

  
3) If Mr Chan’s CT on 16/6/20 showed haemorrhagic transformation and no antithrombotic provided, what is 

the correct answer to 'Antiplatelets given as hyperacute therapy'?  
a) Yes 
b) No 
c) No, but anticoagulant agent provided 
d) Unknown 
e) Contraindicated 

  
  

4) Mrs Hamilton experienced a stroke while in hospital at 4.00pm on 18/5/2020, she was given aspirin at 
6.00pm on 18/5/2020 and then began apixaban at 8.00am on 19/5/2020. What is the correct answer to 
'Antiplatelets given as hyperacute therapy (for ischaemic stroke or TIA)'?  
a) Yes 
b) No 
c) No, but anticoagulant agent provided 
d) Unknown 
e) Contraindicated 

  
5)  Mr Jones noticed mild arm weakness upon waking at 8am on 2/6/2020. He presents to ED on 4/6/2020 and 

was given aspirin at 7.00am. What is the correct answer to 'Antiplatelets given as hyperacute therapy (for 
ischaemic stroke or TIA)'?  
a) Yes 
b) No 
c) No, but anticoagulant agent provided 
d) Unknown 
e) Contraindicated



 
 

Hyperacute antiplatelets 
Example Scenarios – Answers 

 
1) Answer: b) No.  

With the change made on 31 July 2020, antiplatelets provided prior to arrival at your hospital should not be 
included (whether that be at home, a previous hospital, or provided by paramedics).  Only medication 
provided at your hospital at this admission should be captured. 
 

2) Answer: a) Yes 
The antiplatelet clopidogrel was provided within 48 hours.  Provision of thrombolysis should not be 
considered a contraindication more than 24 hours following administration, AND where a subsequent brain 
scan excludes haemorrhage. 
 

3) Answer: e) Contraindicated.  
 In cases where antiplatelets were not commenced due to haemorrhage (or any other contraindication), 
select ’Contraindicated’. 
  

4) Answer: a) Yes.  
The anitplatelet agent, aspirin, was provided first, and also trumps any anticoagulant provided. 
 

5) Answer: b) No.   
The aspirin was provided greater than 48 hours since onset.  The AuSCR captures ‘time last seen well’ as 
onset time for wake-up strokes.  If ‘yes’ was answered, during analysis time from onset to antiplatelet would 
be calculated as greater than 48 hours and this re-coded to ‘no’. 

 


